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* On Aug. 12, contra spokespersons told AP that some 1,000 contras and "civilian supporters"
crossed the Honduran border last week from Nicaragua, and hundreds more were expected
within the next few days. The US Agency for International Development said it had been informed
that contra commanders had ordered them to leave Nicaragua. Contra military commander and
member of the contra political directorate, Enrique Bermudez, said that 250 contras and 750 civilian
supporters had walked for an entire month from the central department capital of Chontales before
crossing the Rio Coco. US spokesperson Anne Sigmund told AP that AID had provided food for
some 300 of the refugees. Bermudez said that the contras were seeking US assistance in Honduras
since "we cannot resupply our people in Nicaragua." Honduran Foreign Minister Carlos Lopez
Contreras told AP that it was preferable for these people to remain in the border area, rather than
the interior of the country. He said their presence constituted "a national security problem for us."
* According to an account by the Washington Post (08/12/88), last week more than 1,100 contra
supporters crossed into Honduras after a month-long walk from Chontales on orders by the contra
high command. In dozens of interviews with the civilians in the Banco Grande area, the Post was
told that they left Nicaragua not because of increasing Sandinista repression, but because they
were ordered to do so by the contras. The Post mentions that US AID contracted helicopters to fly
a "small group of reporters" to Banco Grande on Aug. 11. Contra leaders in Banco Grande said
another 1,000 civilian supporters were expected to reach Honduras within days. The Post was
told that in the previous four days 1,185 individuals had arrived at Banco Grande. Of that figure,
about two-thirds were civilians, almost exclusively young men, and the rest, contra fighters. The
new arrivals will be allowed to choose between moving into UN-sponsored refugee camps and
taking basic training in anticipation of returning to Nicaragua to fight the Sandinistas, said contra
spokesman Manuel Rugama Acevedo. Since the group's arrival, two helicopters have carried three
tons of food, including meat from four slaughtered cows, and 1,000 pounds of medicine to Banco
Grande, said Roger Thompson, a helicopter pilot for the Lousiana-based Air Logistics company,
which has an AID contract to help distribute "humanitarian aid" for the contras in Honduras. *
According to a report by the Post dated Aug. 16, an abundant bureaucracy is causing food shortages
and resentment among contras in their Honduran base camps. AID is reportedly providing food and
medicine for nearly 30,000 people in the border camps, including "about 11,000 contra fighters, at
least 5,000 contra families and some Honduran peasants living in the area." * In an article published
Aug. 16 by the Washington Post (08/17/88) Julia Preston reports that the contras are receiving many
new recruits, but have no weapons for them. Bermudez was cited by the Post as follows: "These
people didn't come here for us to hand them placards saying, `Down with the Sandinistas.' They
want the sound of their gunfire to be heard." In response to the US Senate's approval last week of
$27 million in new "humanitarian" aid for the contras, Bermudez said it would a "waste of time"
for the contra leaders to return to negotiations with the Nicaraguan government unless they also
received more military aid. Bermudez then described the new aid as "insufficient to maintain
the unity and viability of our forces." According to the former Somocista colonel, the aid package
would obstruct the peace talks since it leaves the contras too weak to effectively bargain. Contra
commanders were cited as saying that since the cease-fire began in late March, as many as 2,000
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Nicarguans have sought them out to join their forces. Many contra commanders do not accept the
possibility of eventually negotiating a return to Nicaragua as civilians, preferring instead to go to the
US. A field commander known as "Musun" was cited by the Post as saying, "The only government
that ever helped us was Ronald Reagan. If he can't get us any more military aid, he should give
us funds to go to the United States." * On Aug. 17, Sandinista daily newspaper Barricada asserted
that the exodus of contras to Honduras in the past week was part of a propaganda plan to obtain
more US aid. In an editorial, Barricada said the departure of contras and their "supporters" from
Chontales was an inequivocal sign of the failure and disintegration of the contras. The desperation
of the contras, said the editorial, was evidenced in a statement by Bermuduz on Aug. 16, who
said that US logistical support was inadequate to maintain the unity of his movement, and that
without military aid, the contras will not return to the peace talks. Barricada pointed out that during
high-level negotiations between the Nicaraguan government and the contras in Managua, the
contras refused deliveries of humanitarian aid by the International Red Cross or the Pan-American
Foundation. At the time, Costa Rican President Oscar Arias argued that if the aid helped the contras,
how it was delivered would not matter.
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